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MINUTES 
 

In Mayor Grove’s absence, Vice Mayor Gill called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present 

were Ms. Gill, Mr. Gritsko, Ms. Kerlin, Ms. Knotts, and Mr. Smith.  Mr. Prichard was absent.  

Also in attendance were Town Administrator George Goodwin, Town Attorney James Bowling, 

and Town Clerk Amy Moyer.  Ms. Gill asked to add several items to the agenda.  The items 

discussed were as follows: 

 

Police Chief’s report:  Chief Layman reported that July 4 went well.  He would like to 

acknowledge the Albemarle County Police Department, Albemarle County Sheriff’s Office, and 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office for their help. 

 

Ms. Knotts asked if there are any issues between Lucky’s and town officers.  Chief Layman 

replied yes, they were charged for an underage sale.  Ms. Knotts asked if there is a policy on 

outside employment.  Chief Layman replied no, but he discourages the practice. 

 

The Artist Farm:  Michael Allenby and Collean Laney of The Artist Farm attended to discuss 

plans for a Labor Day weekend concert.  Ms. Gill noted that they met with Chief Layman prior 

to this meeting.  Mr. Allenby gave an overview of their event planning experience.  Mr. Allenby 

explained that they are working with Monticello Media and HitKicker 99.7 on an events program 

along the James River.  This first concert would be Saturday, September 5, with Sons of Bill, 

Ashley McMillen, and family activities, and the event would be called Kickin’ It on the James.  

Mr. Allenby said they are looking to hold the concert at the farmers’ market pavilion and tie in 

with Tavern on the James.  They hope to hold events here twice a year – Memorial Day and 

Labor Day weekend – if all goes well. 

 

Ms. Knotts asked if they have their own staffing.  Mr. Allenby replied yes, and they would also 

work with a security company and volunteer staff where appropriate.  Beer would be sold. 

 

Mr. Gritsko asked what time of day.  Mr. Allenby replied 2 to 10 p.m.  Mr. Gritsko asked about 

numbers.  Mr. Allenby replied that the budget breaks even at 1,000 tickets, and attendance would 

be capped at twice that.  Old Dominion National Bank will co-sponsor the event. 

 

Mr. Gritsko asked what that looks like as compared to July 4.  Chief Layman estimated 7,000 to 

8,000 people attend the Fourth of July.  Chief Layman noted that they have internal security, but 

it becomes a police problem if someone is removed from the premises.  Chief Layman 

recommends at least one extra officer, at a cost of $300 to $400, and the organizers have agreed 
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that this is reasonable.  Mr. Allenby stated that they will keep the police aware of the ticket 

counts. 

 

Ms. Knotts asked about cleanup.  Mr. Allenby said they have a cleanup plan, and it will be an 

all-can event if possible.  Ms. Knotts asked about collaborating with the farmers’ market 

vendors.  Mr. Allenby replied that they would extend the opportunity if it is possible logistically, 

and they will be working with Tavern on the James and possibly some food trucks.  Ms. Knotts 

asked about James River Brewing.  Mr. Allenby said they hope to can their beer for the event, 

but it depends on the ABC license type.  Ms. Knotts suggested collaborating with campgrounds 

as well. 

 

Mr. Gritsko said they are supportive.  He asked if there would be a noise issue from 9:00 to 

10:00 p.m. 

 

Chief Layman emphasized that event promoters for all events should be responsible for costs.  

Ms. Laney said that statement is in the rental contract, and they are comfortable with that.  Mr. 

Allenby stated they will formally announce the event next week.  Mr. Smith suggested 

contacting Charles Hurt about the parking lot at the plant.  Ms. Laney said he is on the list to 

contact about parking, as well as Scott Minor. 

 

Chamber of Commerce report:  Mr. Smith reported that the Chamber did not meet this month. 

 

Planning Commission report:  Mr. Smith reported that the Planning Commission did not meet 

this month. 

 

Architectural Review Board report:  Ms. Gill noted that meeting minutes are available.  Ms. 

Kerlin asked about 148 and 172 Warren Street.  Mr. Goodwin identified the location.  Ms. Gill 

asked if the windows were approved.  Mr. Goodwin replied that the installation was not 

acceptable at first, but it was remedied to the ARB’s satisfaction by adding exterior mullions.   

 

Mr. Gritsko asked whose issue it is if there is a perpetual pile of trash somewhere.  Mr. Goodwin 

replied that the town will take care of it and bill the property owner if it is not removed. 

 

Nancy Bruce commented from the audience about the approval of a back deck at 501 Valley 

Street, noting that the land in the rear of the building is leased to Ryan Bruce through the end of 

the year.  Mr. Goodwin said that the ARB approved the design, and the owner is working on a 

floodplain development permit but has no intent to build at this point in time, just to get the 

design approval so that he can show a potential tenant what will be built.  Mr. Goodwin stated 

that the lease of the land is a civil matter, and if he meets the ordinance requirements he can 

build. 

 

Treasurer’s report:  Mr. Goodwin reported that the fiscal year ended with a surplus of $35,000 

due to receipt of a large check at the last minute.  There are a number of carry-over 

appropriations.  
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Mayor’s report:  Ms. Gill noted that Mayor Grove is out of the county on business and left no 

report. 

 

Tourism Committee report:  Mr. Gritsko reported that he has a meeting tomorrow for the VCNA 

master plan.  A public presentation of the master plan is planned for August or September.  To 

follow up on Faith McClintic’s visit, Mr. Gritsko and Ms. Gill would like to convene an 

economic development summit to jump start promotional efforts.  Ms. Gill noted the recent visit 

by the Mandela Washington Fellows hosted by the Presidential Precinct. 

 

Town Maintenance Committee report:  Ms. Knotts noted that her committee’s items were 

separately listed on the agenda.  Ms. Knotts complimented the efforts of the cleanup workers 

after the parade.  Ms. Kerlin thanked the committee for its prompt response to her report of low-

hanging tree limbs. 

 

Mr. Smith recalled that at the last work session it was mentioned that the piles of gravel should 

be spread to fill potholes at the farmers’ market, but it has not been done.  Mr. Goodwin expects 

the contractor back in the next two weeks, but some of the gravel may be used when they pipe 

water away from the market building to protect the posts from rot.  Mr. Goodwin said the state 

will pave this fall.  Ms. Kerlin stated that the asphalt lip on Harrison Street still has not been 

fixed, and she requested that Mr. Goodwin have town maintenance personnel do it rather than 

waiting for others to do so.  Ms. Gill asked that this be done by the end of the week. 

 

Arts and Culture Committee report:  Ms. Gill reported that the committee just held its third 

Second Saturdays event.  Red and the Romantics will play at the farmers’ market pavilion for 

Jammin’ on the James in August.  Eddie and Martha Adcock will play for Jammin’ on the James 

in September.  Community Day will be September 12, along with Second Saturdays and the 

concert. 

 

Town Administrator’s report:  Mr. Goodwin stated that, following up on the Fourth of July, the 

cardboard trash cans did not survive the rain well, but he does not have a great solution on 

something that they can store well.  Ms. Knotts asked that sturdier bags be used in the cans.  Mr. 

Goodwin received a complaint about traffic on Jackson Street, but in speaking with Chief 

Layman, there was no real fix for it. 

 

Ms. Gill said that, when Jane Dittmar was here, she requested a letter be written to Attorney 

General Herring to see if he could assist with the new police car.  Mr. Goodwin replied yes, he 

did that.  Ms. Gill asked if Ms. Dittmar has the letter.  Mr. Goodwin replied yes, she has it. 

 

Town Attorney’s report:  Mr. Bowling reported that he had a discussion with Mayor Grove about 

the ownership of the river frontage.  He recommends that the Town Council invest in a survey to 

determine the town boundaries and ownership in that area, as the water line has shifted over 

time.  A similar issue was resolved with Fluvanna in 2003, determining that the town goes to the 

water’s edge.   

 

River access:  Ms. Gill asked Mr. Goodwin to get a quote for a survey as recommended by Mr. 

Bowling.  Mr. Gritsko explained that they have been in dialog about how townspeople can 
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access the river, and it is important to clarify the ownership of river frontage.  Mr. Bowling noted 

that jurisdiction and ownership are separate issues. 

 

Completion of packet boat at Canal Basin Square:  Ms. Gill asked if they have a contractor yet.  

Mr. Goodwin replied no, the contractors have questions about the siding specified by Tim Small.  

Ms. Gill asked if there is a price quote.  Mr. Goodwin replied no, the types of siding are 

significantly different in price.  Mr. Goodwin noted that exhibits have been damaged by 

vandalism. 

 

Carry-over appropriations:  Mr. Goodwin reviewed a list of carry-over appropriations for 

maintenance and capital improvement expenditures approved last year but not spent.  The 

requested expenditures were placed on the regular session agenda, with the exception of 

replacement sandbags. 

 

July 4 follow-up meeting:  Ms. Knotts requested a meeting between all organizations and 

committees involved with the Fourth of July, such as the fire department, the Town Maintenance 

Committee, and the Arts and Culture Committee.  Mr. Smith asked that the fireworks 

appropriation be deferred until after this meeting. 

 

Workshop on governance and ethics:  Ms. Gill distributed a proposal from Michael Chandler for 

a workshop for elected officials and town employees. 

 

Closed session:   Ms. Knotts moved that this council now meet in closed session for the 

following purposes:  discussion of candidates for appointment to the Planning Commission, as 

permitted by Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)(1); and consultation with legal counsel 

regarding zoning enforcement, as permitted by Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)(7).  Mr. 

Bowling noted that the second item concerns the Meeks ARB matter.  The motion was approved, 

with Ms. Gill, Mr. Gritsko, Ms. Kerlin, Ms. Knotts, and Mr. Smith voting in favor and none 

against. 

 

Upon returning to open session, Mr. Smith moved to adopt a resolution certifying the closed 

session.  Ms. Knotts seconded the motion, and a roll call vote was conducted.  The motion was 

approved, with Ms. Gill, Mr. Gritsko, Ms. Kerlin, Ms. Knotts, and Mr. Smith voting in favor and 

none against.  The following resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, this council convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 

and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712(D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the council that such 

closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 

knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the 

Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed, or considered in the meeting to which this 

certification applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which 

the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed, or considered in the meeting to which this 

certification applies. 
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Upon a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Kerlin, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 


