
Architectural Review Board Minutes 

June 30, 2016 [i.e., meeting for July, 2016] 

 

Chair Jeffrey Plank called the meeting to order in the committee room at the Municipal Building 

at 7 p.m.; all members were present: Barry Grove, Ruth Klippstein, Seth McDowell, Craig 

Stratton.  George Goodwin attended, as well as Mike Pickwoad.  We adjusted the agenda and 

unanimously accepted the minutes of the June 2 meeting as presented. 

 

Summary of Business:  We recommend Town accept the COA of the Methodist Church for their 

storage shed between the church and Jackson Street; we recommend Council ask the Town 

Administrator to contact property owner, 135 Warren St., about renewal of his expired COA on 

file.  ARB  recommends Council direct Town Administrator to send a letter of violation of Town 

Ordinances to the property owner of 380 East Main.  We approve Walter Neighbor’s plan for a 

railing northeast of the Beal Building, replacing the pipe rail along the sidewalk. 

 

Old Business:  Mike Pickwoad noted details in the three drawings by Seth McDowell for the 

Methodist Church storage shed, the result of McDowell’s and Plank’s on-site review.  The brick 

retaining wall is to be capped; Pickwoad has some Old Virginia brick he suggests using (to be 

filled out by a comparable brick, if necessary), and will bring an example to the town office for 

ARB to see and document for approval.  The side walk will be about six feet wide.  

Everything—Hardiplank, metal doors, gutter—will be white; the door handle, which Mike 

brought, is brushed nickel.  The roof will match the church’s.  Plank declared that with this 

additional supporting information and the product numbers, the COA is now complete.  We 

moved, seconded, and unanimously passed the COA. 

 

Plank said he and McDowell have had two constructive conversations with Dwayne Ramm, 

owner of the shopping center, about his vision of developing the businesses there.  The façade 

changes to Lovin’ Oven have not brought the desired increase in attention; Plank and McDowell 

offered other ideas and recommend that the ARB hold off on taking any action on that 

unapproved façade change.  A potential new tenant for the former Dollar Store space wants more 

substantial façade changes, for which McDowell will provide sketches.  The new façade designs 

for this space will help establish the design vocabulary for the other shopping center facades, 

including the Lovin’ Oven.  Plank deems this a good opportunity for ARB to work creatively 

with businesses in the Entry Corridor. 

 

New Business:  None. 

 

Repair, Maintenance, Enforcement:  135 Warren St.:  Barry Grove reported there has been more 

progress with this restoration.  We discussed the need for a COA if new construction changes, 

rather than reproduces, what was original to the house.  Plank asked if the Town could renew the 

COA on file, which has expired, and therefore preserve the ARB process for the Historic 

District.  After discussion, we recommend Council ask the Town Administrator to contact the 

property owner about the Town renewing the original COA. 

 

308 East Main (Doll House):  No changes.  Plank and McDowell visited the property, as 

discussed at our last meeting, and determined that the rear addition is so badly deteriorated that it 



cannot be saved; it is possibly allowing extensive damage to the house itself.  ARB moved, 

seconded, and unanimously agreed to recommend Council direct the Town Administrator to send 

a letter to the property owner of violation of the Ordinances, with the consequences. 

 

The Town Storage Shed at Old Jail has been primed and painted to match the building, but its 

metal surface, though properly prepared, did not take the color so it matches the painted 

cinderblock of the old jail building.  McDowell will suggest several possible darker shades; test 

strips will be painted; and Plank and McDowell will review them later in July. 

 

635 Valley St.:  Plank observed that vegetation growing on the building had been cut and asked 

about other problems.  Goodwin reported that work will have to be done to the interior to sell the 

property; we will carry over this property for consideration later. 

 

Old Telephone Exchange: Goodwin reported “measurable” brick work on the façade. 

 

Beal Building:  Walter Neighbors reported on his progress, and requested replacing the pipe rail 

northeast of the building with a metal rail modeled on the one in front of the adjacent 

Presbyterian Church, terminating in a white post, also like those of the church.  We unanimously 

approved this accessory project to his original COA. 

 

Other Business:  We recognized Mayor Barry Grove’s final meeting with us with a small token 

of gratitude for his participation, help, and legal counsel.  Grove responded with kind words and 

praise for the ARB, and reminded ARB “always to pay close attention to where our jurisdiction 

lies.” 

      

The August meeting will be as scheduled, Thursday the 4th. 

 

With no further business, we adjourned at 7:40. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Klippstein, secretary 

 


