
Scottsville Planning Commission 
 
 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, April 2, 2012 
Victory Hall 
401 Valley Street 
Scottsville, Virginia 

 
 

Members:    
James V. Kerlin, Chair 

Dustin B. Caster 
William S. Hyson 

Jeannette E. Kerlin 
Robert E. O’Halloran 

 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to order – Mr. Kerlin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Establish a quorum – Mr. Hyson, Mr. Kerlin, and Ms. Kerlin were present.  Mr. Caster and 

Mr. O’Halloran were absent.  Also in attendance was Town Clerk Amy Moyer. 
 
3. Review and approval of meeting minutes of March 5, 2012 – Upon a motion by Ms. Kerlin, 

seconded by Mr. Hyson, the minutes were approved. 
 
4. Matters not on the agenda from the public – No one from the public rose to speak. 
 
5. SUP-12-03 – Virginia PCS Alliance, L.C., dba NTELOS (Tower extension, 253 Hardware 

Street, TMP 131-80). 
 

Jessie Wilmer of NTELOS represented the applicant. 
 
Mr. Hyson asked about adding another gate on the tower toad, noting that mattresses and 
trash were removed from there during the cleanup. 
 
Ms. Wilmer noted that there are two applications to extend the tower, one from Verizon 
Wireless for ten feet and the other from NTELOS for another ten feet.  The tower is 120 feet 
now. 
 
Ms. Kerlin noted that the application says it will come up to 146 feet, and she asked what the 
additional six feet is.  Ms. Wilmer explained that the tip of the tower would be 140 feet; with 
the antennas and lightning rod, the highest appurtenance is 146 feet. 
 
Ms. Wilmer commented that NTELOS would have liked to make application at the same 
time as Verizon.  They are a little behind because American Tower, the tower owner, did not 
inform them of Verizon’s application.  The application includes a structural analysis that the 
extension was structurally passed at 20 feet.  If both applications are approved, NTELOS and 
Verizon will go together and build the extension at one time. 
 
Mr. Hyson asked about other towers in the area of comparable height.  Ms. Wilmer replied 
that this is the only tower in the town limits. 
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Ms. Wilmer stated that NTELOS is working on providing coverage from the city limits of 
Charlottesville down Route 20 to Scottsville.  She gave an overview of the plan:  Albemarle 
County allows towers to be only ten feet above the tree line, so there are a lot of shorter 
towers there; then the tower in town; and the one in Buckingham is 350 feet.  She noted that 
the taller they go, the least amount of towers they can use. 
 
Ms. Kerlin commented that trees grow and asked if they are permitted to grow their tower 
with the tree.  Ms. Wilmer explained that they use a reference tree and build seven to ten feet 
above that tree, and the towers are built to be extendible as the tree grows. 
 
Ms. Kerlin stated that she has lived here since 1999 and this is the first time she has seen the 
tower going up Hardware Street. 
 
Ms. Wilmer stated that NTELOS is fairly local, based in Waynesboro.  They are driven by 
customers who want service here. 
 
Mr. Hyson asked about using a reference tree here.  Ms. Wilmer said she has not had the 
property surveyed because reference trees are not a requirement in the town ordinance, but 
she can do a photo simulation. 
 
Ms. Kerlin asked about the short brown towers.  Ms. Wilmer noted that they cannot collocate 
on these towers because they are so short, and they use line-of-sight technology.  Mr. Hyson 
asked if the providers interfere with each other.  Ms. Wilmer replied that they need ten feet of 
vertical separation. 
 
Mr. Hyson asked if there will be two towers.  Ms. Wilmer replied no, it is one tower with two 
antenna arrays.  Ms. Wilmer showed the proposed design, noting that they will remove the 
existing whip antennas. 
 
Mr. Hyson asked if they are sharing the cost.  Ms. Wilmer replied yes, they will share the 
cost of the extension. 
 
Ms. Wilmer said the equipment at the base will be located in the fenced area.  They will 
bring voice service and high speed internet, which is a nice option for rural areas. 
 
Mr. Kerlin suggested a joint public hearing on the application in May.  Members agreed that 
this would be preferable. 
 
Mr. Hyson moved to take the application to public hearing.  Ms. Kerlin seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved. 
 
Ms. Wilmer stated that she will get a photo simulation and pictures. 
 

6. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 


