
SCOTTSVILLE  VISIONS
2017 COMMUNITY HISTORY WORKSHOP: A COLLABORATION BETWEEN

AND THE TOWN OF SCOTTSVILLE
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L inda  LaFonta ine ,  Eve lyn  Edson ,  Scot tsv i l l e  Museum,  B i l l  and Brenda Hyson ,  Heather  
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John Ne ighbors ,  As t r id  Henr iksen ,  Amy Moyer ,  Mayor  Nancy  G i l l ,  Chamber  o f  Commerce ,  
Scot tsv i l l e  Town Counc i l .
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1IDENTIFY ASSETS
Engage Your  Strengths

Use Your  Assets  to  Address  Your  Chal lenges

Scot t sv i l l e ,  V i rg in ia ,  a  r i ch ly  h i s to r i c  r i ve r town ,   p resents  an  ample  pa l l e t  o f  asse t s  a longs ide  oppor tun i t i es  fo r  improvement .  The  town ’ s  va luab le  resources , 
inc lud ing i t s  communi ty  base ,  i t s  deep h i s tor i c  t ies ,  and i t s  natura l  env i ronment ,  p rov ide  a  we l l -equ ipped s ta r t ing  po int  for  fu r ther  enhanc ing what  i s  inherent ly 
un ique  and compel l ing  about  the  town .

S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s  s t r o n g  c o m m u n i t y  b a s e  i s 
a  co l l e c t i ve  who le ,  c y c l i ng  and  chang ing 
wi th  new bus iness ,  new res idents ,  and new 
t rad i t ion-mak ing . 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Scot tsv i l l e  boasts  two yoga s tud ios ,  a  f i tness  center  and a  pharmacy . 
However ,  i t s  b roader  access  to  hea l thca re  i s  l im i ted  due  to  the 
town’s  d i s tance  f rom the  reg ion ’s  ma jor  hosp i ta l s  and care-centers . 
The  fo l lowing pro jec ts  address  the  broad def in i t ion  of  hea l th  and 
we l lness  fo r  Sco t t sv i l l e ’ s  loca l s ,  whethe r  i t  be  th rough  in te rne t 
access ,  outdoor  nature  t ra i l s ,  o r  expanded of f i ce  spaces  for  loca l 
phys ic ians  and careg ivers . 

CONNECTIVITY
Sco t t s v i l l e  was  once  the  cen te r  o f  t r ade  and  g row ing  i ndus t r y 
a long the  James  R iver .  However ,  w i th  the  r i se  o f  Char lot tesv i l l e  and 
R ichmond’s  b ig-c i ty  prominence  through the  years  i t s  connect iv i ty 
has  been  compromised .  Many  o f  the  fo l low ing  pro jec t s  p resent 
s o l u t i o n s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g 
Scot tsv i l l e  connect ion  to  loca l  and reg iona l  networks  and hubs  o f 
ac t i v i ty . 

ACCESSIBIL ITY AND APPEAL
S c o t t s v i l l e  c o n t a i n s  c o u n t l e s s  a s s e t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y , 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  p r o p e r  a p p e a l  t o  e a c h  i s  o f t e n  h i n d e r e d  b y  a 
var ie ty  o f  des ign  l imi ta t ions ,  keep ing the  town f rom cater ing  to  a 
broader  aud ience  of  v i s i tors  and loca l s  a l i ke .

CHARACTER
The r i ch ,  though of ten  incomplete  te l l ing  of  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  h i s tory 
p rov ides  an  oppor tun i t y  fo r  the  town  to  b roaden  i t s  na r ra t i ve , 
pu l l ing  in  more  vo ices  and s tor ies  that  speak  to  the  t ru ly  nuanced 
h i s tory  o f  the  reg ion .

Community
T h e  h i s t o r i c  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s 
r i ver town ident i ty  prov ides  a  r i ch  backdrop 
for  i t s  v ibrant  way  of  l i fe  today ,  tend ing to 
i t s  fu ture  by  honor ing  i t s  pas t .

History
S c o t t s v i l l e s ’  n e w  l e v e e  c u l t u r e  o p e n s  u p 
the  po ten t i a l  f o r  a  b roade r  de f i n i t i on  o f 
i t s  nature-based assets .  Beyond the  s t rong 
p resence  o f  the  r i ve r ,  su r round ing  pa rks , 
p u b l i c  g r e e n  s p a c e s  e n h a n c e  t h e  t o w n ’ s 
buco l i c  natura l  env i ronment . 

Natura l 
Environment

The  map  be low h igh l igh t s  spaces  tha t  rep resent  Sco t t sv i l l e ’ s  s t rong  asse t s  o f  h i s to ry ,  commun i ty ,  and  na tu re .  These  ind i ca ted  spaces  a l so  se rve  as  s i t e s  o f 
oppor tun i ty ,  r ipe  and ready  for  engagement .  The  town’s  assets  serve  as  a  for t i f i ed  foundat ion  for  address ing  ident i f ied  cha l lenges :  hea l th  and we l lness ,  connect iv i ty , 
access ib i l i t y  and appea l ,  and character .  The  pro jec ts  fo l lowing th i s  page of fe r  potent ia l  methods  for  enhancement  and growth  in  each  area ,  s t rengthen ing the 
town in  a l l  a reas .
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2CONNECT TO THE REGION
Use Scottsv i l le ’ s  Regional  Past  to  Revi ta l ize  i t s  Future
The James  R iver  and Kanawha Cana l  i s  cent ra l  to  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  deve lopment  and ident i ty .  Examin ing  the 
cana l  sys tem at  the  sca le  o f  the  s ta te  o f  V i rg in ia ,  new s tor ies  emerge  that  suggest  potent ia l  typo log ies , 
approaches ,  and a l l i ances  ac ross  the  reg ion  once  reached by  the  cana l .   Th i s  l i s t  i s  not  exhaust ive ,  but 
prov ides  a  s ta r t ing  po int  for  nar ra t i ve  threads  and assoc ia ted  ar t i fac ts  for  c i ty  h i s tor i ca l  in te rpreta t ion , 
and to  he lp  ident i fy  potent ia l  reg iona l  ins t i tu t iona l  a l l i ances  to  in form rev i ta l i za t ion  e f for t s .

Detai l  of  1751 map
 

1870 v iew of  canal

I n  1 8 3 9 ,  S c o t t s v i l l e  w a s  a 
m e r c a n t i l e  h u b  w h e r e  l o c a l 
bus inesses  t raded manufactured 
g o o d s ,  m o n e y   a n d  e n s l a v e d 
p e o p l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g o o d s .  
I n  i t s  heyday ,  Sco t t sv i l l e  wou ld 
have  been the  hub for  goods  f rom 
a  l a r g e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i n t e r l a n d 
that  wou ld  have  reached to  the  
Shenandoah Va l ley  and beyond . 
 
A  m i d  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  G a z e t e e r 
n o t e s  t h a t  N e l s o n ,  A u g u s t a , 
R o c k b r i d g e ,  R o c k i n g h a m ,  B a t h 
C o u n t i e s  ( i n  V i r g i n i a )  a n d 
P e n d l e t o n ,  a n d  P o c o h a n t a s 
Count ies  (now in  West  V i rg in ia ) 
p r o v i d e d  g o o d s  f o r  s a l e  i n 
Scot tsv i l l e  markets . 

HINTERLAND

Washington and Lee  Univ .

C a n a l  m o n e y  f o s t e r e d  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s 
a long i t s  route ,  inc lud ing :

Washington And Lee Univers i ty 
(Lexington) 
I n  1 7 9 6 ,  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n 
saved L iber ty  Ha l l  Academy when 
he  gave  the  school  i t s  f i r s t  ma jor 
e n d o w m e n t - - $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f 
James  R iver  Cana l  s tock .

Univers i ty  of  V i rg in ia
J o s e p h  C a b e l l ,  s e r v e d  o n  t h e 
V i r g i n i a  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a n d 
had  a  hand  in  the  deve lopment 
o f  both  that  ins t i tu t ion  and the 
Cana l .

INSTITUTIONS

Extant  canal  s t ructures

At  leas t  four  bu i ld ings  remain   that 
a re  d i rec t l y  re la ted  to  the  use  o f 
the  cana l .  
 
S c o t t s v i l l e  a n d  B u c h a n a n  h a v e 
canal-era  warehouses  ( the  one  in 
Buchanan  i s  mun i c ipa l l y  owned ) .  
A  lock-keeper ’s  house  remains  in 
Gooch land  County ,  and  they  Tye 
R iver  s to re  r ema ins  j u s t  up r i ve r 
f rom Scot tsv i l l e  a t  the  conf luence 
w i th  the  Tye  R iver .
 
These  s t ructures  are  representat ive 
o f  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  t ypes  a s soc i a ted 
wi th  the  Cana l ,  and may be  good 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of  that  reg iona l  h i s tory .

CANAL REMAINS

Canal  ru ins  near  Lexington 

Ruins  o f  cana l  s t ruc tures  ex i s t  a l l 
a long the  former  cana l  a l ignment .  
M o r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w o u l d  b e 
n e e d e d  t o  f i n d  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s 
r ema in ing  fo r  i n te rp re ta t ion ,  bu t 
m a n y  a r e  d o c u m e n t s  s h o w i n g 
r e m a i n i n g  a n d  f o r m e r  s t r u c t u r e s 
a re  pub l i c ly  ava i lab le  through the 
H i s t o r i c  A m e r i c a n  E n g i n e e r i n g 
Record  program.
 
M a n y  a r e  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
e x t a n t  w a l k / b i k e  t r a i l  s y s t e m s , 
l i k e  t h e  C h e s s i e  T r a i l  b e t w e e n 
Lex ington and R ichmond.

CANAL RUINS

Richmond

Maiden’s  Adventure

Char lottesv i l le

Buchanan Buckingham

Curdsvi l le

Scottsv i l le

Greenvi l le
Waynesboro

Staunton

Lynchburg

LexingtonCovington

Downtown Buchanan,  VA

These  towns ,  o f  vary ing  s i ze  ex i s t 
i n  l a rge  pa r t  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  t he 
James  R iver  and Kanawha Cana l , 
o r  h a v e  h i s t o r i e s  i n t i m a t e l y 
entwined wi th  the  cana l . 
 
La rger  and mid-s i zed  c i t ies   a re 
centers  o f  ac t i v i ty  and co l lec t i ve 
m e m o r y ,  a n d  c o u l d  p r o v i d e 
both  ins t i tu t iona l  resources  and 
n a r r a t i v e  t h r e a d s  t o  t i e  t o  t h e 
town of  Scot tsv i l l e .      
 
Scot tsv i l l e  shares  a  s imi la r  u rban 
f ab r i c ,  s ca le ,  and  economic  lu l l 
a s  B u c h a n a n ,  a n o t h e r  s t o p  o n 
t h e  c a n a l  i n  t h e  S h e n a n d o a h 
Va l ley .

CANAL TOWNS

Very  Smal l

Smal l

Middle

Large

James River

Completed 1830

Completed 1840

Completed 1850

Not  completed

Turnpikes

Areas  sending 
goods  to 
Scottsv i l le 

T h e  c a n a l  t h a t  o p e n e d  i n 
S c o t t s v i l l e  i n  1 8 4 0  w a s  p a r t  o f 
a  p l a n n e d  l o n g e r  r o u t e  t h a t 
would  have  run  f rom Richmond 
to  the  Oh io  R ive r  had  i t  been 
c o m p l e t e d .  P r o m i n e n t  m e n  o f 
centra l  V i rg in ia ,  inc luding George 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  J o s e p h  C a b e l l 
and  o the r s  were  invo l ved  in  i t s 
p lann ing and implementat ion . 

The  cana l  e f for t  a l so  invo lved a 
la rge  labor  force ,  inc lud ing many 
ens laved  Af r i can  Amer icans  and 
I r i sh  immigrant  workers .

CANAL ROUTE

Regional  spat ia l  h is tor ies
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Buckingham

Louis  Hughes  was  born  ens laved 
i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  i n  1 8 3 2 .   H i s 
f a t h e r  w a s ,  h i s  m a s t e r  J o h n 
M a r t i n ,  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r  w a s 
a n  e n s l a v e d  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
woman.     

W h e n  h e  w a s  f i v e ,  M a r t i n  s o l d 
h i m  t o  p h y s i c i a n  D r .  L o u i s  o f 
Scot tsv i l l e .  Th i s  master  to ld  h im 
he  was  to  be  h i red  out  to  the  work 
a long  the  cana l ,  bu t  ins tead  he 
was  sepa ra ted  f rom h i s  mothe r 
and so ld .   He  was  f i r s t  he ld  by  a 
R i chmond  t r ade r ,  then  t r ave led 
to  Miss i ss ipp i  v ia  At lanta  to  labor 
on  a  la rge  cot ton  p lantat ion .
 
A f t e r  e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  H u g h e s 
d o c u m e n t e d  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s 
i n  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  b o o k  T h i r t y 
Years  a  S lave .  

Louis  Hughes“Aunt  Hannah” on a  packet  boat

T h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  a n d  K a n a w h a 
C a n a l  w a s  b u i l t  l a r g e l y  b y  t h e 
l a b o r  o f  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t  a n d 
e n s l a v e d  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s .  
A f te r  i t s  complet ion ,  much of  the 
da i l y  l abor  o f  runn ing the  cana l 
w a s  a l s o  c o m p l e t e d  b y  A f r i c a n 
A m e r i c a n s .  V e r y  f e w  o f  t h e s e 
s tor ies  cur rent ly  appear  in  Cana l 
Bas in  Park ,  and in  the  Scot tsv i l l e 
Museum.

Be low i s  an  image f rom Harper ’ s 
M o n t h l y  a r t i c l e  i n  1 8 5 0  s h o w s 
“ A u n t  H a n n a h , ”  a  f i c t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r  b a s e d  o n  a  w o r k e r 
on  a  packe t  boa t  on  the  cana l , 
t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  w h i t e 
l u x u r y  t r a v e l e r .   I n t e r p r e t i n g 
t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e 
eyes  o f  the  worke r  w i l l  p rov ide 
counterpo ints  to  e l i te  h i s tor ies .

“Slaves  Wait ing For  Sa le”

A s  a  c i t y  s o  c e n t r a l  t o 
t ranspor ta t ion  and commerce  in 
an tebe l l um V i rg in i a ,  S co t t s v i l l e 
wou ld  have  been  cent ra l  to  the 
domest i c  s l ave  t rade .   By  1840 , 
when  Scot t sv i l l e  was  connec ted 
to  R ichmond v ia  cana l ,  R ichmond 
was  the  l a rges t  s l ave  marke t  i n 
the  upper  south .   
 
B y  t h e  1 8 3 0 s  a n d  1 8 4 0 s ,  t h e 
d o m e s t i c  s l a v e  t r a d e  w a s 
d o m i n a t e d  b y  m a j o r  t r a d e r s  
w h o  r a n  “ j a i l s ”  i n  R i c h m o n d . 
S c o t t s v i l l e  w a s  a  n o d e  o f 
co l l ec t ion  o f  the  ens laved  f rom 
the  rura l  h in ter lands  o f  V i rg in ia .
R i c h m o n d  t r a d e r s  e m p l o y e d 
a g e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  w h o 
served to  searched for  ens laved 
people  to  purchase  and send to 
R ichmond. 

CONNECT TO THE REGION
Use Scottsv i l le ’ s  Broad Socia l  History  to  Revi ta l ize  i t s  Future
B y  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  r e a c h  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  S c o t t s v i l l e  c o u l d  h a v e  a  w i d e r  a p p e a l  a s  a 
des t inat ion .   Cur rent  in terpreta t ions  o f  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  h i s tory  tend of  focus  on  e l i te  fami l ies  and power fu l  wh i te 
men .   Be low are  some examples  o f  s tor ies  not  yet  v i s ib ly  in terpreted in  the  a rea  that  cou ld  be  mobi l i zed  to 
draw v i s i tors ,  ins t i tu t ions ,  and resources  to  Scot tsv i l l e .

ENSLAVED NARRATIVESPROFITS OF SLAVERYLABOR HISTORY

Richmond

Maiden’s  Adventure

West  Vi rg in ia

West  Vi rg in ia

Kentucky
Phi l l ip ines

Chicago
Boston

Washington DC

To Miss iss ippi  Cotton Plantat ion

H u g h e s ’  V i r g i n i a 
exper iences 

Hughes ’  path South

Canal  Routes

Scottsv i l le ’ s  h inter land

Canal  c i t ies

Canal  Routes

Scottsv i l le ’ s  h inter land

Canal  c i t ies

Regional  soc ia l  h is tor ies

S i l a s  O m o h u n d r o  w a s  a  m a j o r 
R i c h m o n d  s l a v e  t r a d e r / j a i l e r .  
He  was  born  in  F luvanna County .  
H e  s e r v e d  a s  a  r u r a l  a g e n t  f o r 
Frankl in  and Armfie ld ,  a  ma jor 
s lave  t rad ing house  in  A lexandr ia 
b e f o r e  o p e n i n g  h i s  o w n  j a i l  i n 
R ichmond.  
 
H i s  b r o t h e r ,  J o h n  B u r w e l l 
Omohundro  l i ved near  Scottsv i l le 
and he lped run  the  s lave  t rad ing 
bus iness .  
 
The  Omohundro  f am i l y  s to r y  i s 
jus t  one  o f  many  ta les  o f  wh i te 
f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  S c o t t s v i l l e  a r e a 
impl i ca ted  in  the  domest i c  s lave 
t rade .   The Omohundro fami ly  s t i l l 
h a s  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  S c o t t s v i l l e , 
and  to  o ther  ins t i tu t ions  in  the 
reg ion .

Si las  Omohundro

SLAVE TRADERS

C i t i e s  C o n n e c t e d 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
Omohundro 
Brothers

C a r t e r  G .  W o o d s o n ,  k n o w n  a s 
the  “ fa ther”  o f  b lack  h i s tory  was 
born  in  New Canton  in  1875  to 
fo rmer l y  ens l aved  pa ren t s .   H i s 
f a m i l y  m o v e d  t o  W e s t  V i r g i n i a 
w h e r e  h e  w o r k e d  a s  a  c o a l 
m i n e r  a n d  g a i n e d  s c h o o l i n g  a t 
D o u g l a s s  H i g h  S c h o o l , B e r e a 
Co l lege ,  and Harvard  Un ivers i ty .  
He  then pursued a  g loba l  ca reer 
as  an  educator  and h i s tor ian .
 
He  noted that  Af r i can-Amer ican 
cont r ibut ions  “were  over looked , 
ignored ,  and even suppressed by 
the  wr i te rs  o f  h i s tory  tex tbooks 
and the  teachers  who use  them.” 
In  in terpret ing  a  d iverse  h i s tory , 
Scot tsv i l l e  can  beg in  to  address 
o u r  c o u n t r y ’ s  c u l t u r a l  m y o p i a 
w i th  regards  to  i t s  own h i s tory .

Carter  G.  Woodson

DESCENDANT 
CONNECTIONS

POSTBELLUM 
STORIES

R e s e a r c h e r  R e g i n a  R u s h  h a s 
t r a c e d  h e r  f a m i l y  b a c k  t o  h e r 
great-great-grandparents  Nicey 
A n n e  C o l e s  a n d  I s h a m  R u s h .  
Both  were  ens laved by  the  Rives 
fami ly  a t  Oak  R idge  P l an ta t ion 
i n  N e l s o n  C o u n t y ,  a n d  l a t e r  a t 
t he  R i ve s ’  Sou th  War ren  E s t a te 
near  Scot tsv i l l e  and the  Cana l .  
 
R u s h  h a s  t r a c e d  s o m e  h e r 
ances t ra l  f ami l i a l  r e l a t ionsh ips , 
and  even  an  escape  a t tempt  by 
h e r  G r e a t - g r e a t  g r a n d m o t h e r 
N i cey  Co le s  i n  1851 .   F i nanc i a l 
c l u e s  s u g g e s t  N i c e y  C o l e s 
t rave led  a lmost  70  mi les  before 
h e r  c a p t u r e  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
p l an ta t ion .  A f t e r  the  C i v i l  War , 
the  fami ly  s tory  moved to  Esmont 
and Chestnut  Grove .

Regina Rush,  descendant

P l a c e s  R u s h ’ s  f a m i l y 
inhabited

Nicey  Coles ’  radius  of 
escape 1851

C a r t e r  W o o d s o n ’ s 
B i r thplace

C a r t e r  W o o d s o n ’ s  l i f e 
path

CHARLOTTESVILLE

BUCHANAN

SCOTTSVILLE

GREENVILLE
WAYNESBORO

STAUNTON

LYNCHBURG

LEXINGTONCOVINGTON
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EXIST ING
Networks  connec ted  to  tour i sm 
in  Scot tsv i l l e  inc lude :
•   Ar t i san  Tra i l  Network 
•   Cana l  Bas in  Square
•   Confederate  Cemetery
•   C iv i l  War  T ra i l
•   Scot tsv i l l e  Museum 

CONNECT TO THE REGION
Recognize  Ex ist ing and Potent ia l  Connect ions
Look ing to  the  fu ture ,  i t  i s  c r i t i ca l  that  Scot tsv i l l e  recognize  i t s  ex i s t ing  reg iona l  networks  and re-eva luate 
po ten t i a l  r eg iona l  ne twork s .  These  ne twork s  app l y  to  the  en t i r e  S co t t s v i l l e  commun i t y :  t ou r i sm ,  f a i t h , 
mun ic ipa l  par tnersh ips ,  youth  programs ,  hea l th  and  we l lness ,  educat ion ,  and  research .  Harness ing  these 
networks  w i l l  p rov ide  potent ia l  oppor tun i t ies  to  re-center  Scot tsv i l l e  as  an  in tegra l  member  o f  A lbermar le 
Count ry  and V i rg in ia  a t  l a rge .  These  networks ,  both  ex i s t ing  and potent ia l ,  a re  mutua l l y  benef i c ia l  fo r  the 
Scot tsv i l l e  communi ty  as  they  a re  for  connected organ izat ions  and ins t i tu t ions .  Not  on ly  do these  networks 
o f fe r  avenues  for  fundra i s ing ,  pub l i c i ty ,  and enr i chment  for  loca l  in i t i a t i ves  -  but  Scot tsv i l l e  a l so  has  the 
opportun i ty  to  re turn  the  favor .  For  ins tance ,  w i th  new co l laborat ive  communi ty  workspaces .

MUNICIPAL 
PARTNERSHIPS

FAITH + COMMUNITY YOUTH 
HEALTH+ WELLNESS

TRANSPORTTRAIL  + TOURISM R E S E A R C H  + 
EDUCATION

POTENTIAL
M a n y  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o u r i s m 
and t ra i l  connect ions  a re  t ied  to 
the  abundant  natura l  resources  in 
A lbe rmar le  County  and  V i rg in ia 
-  espec ia l l y  the  cana l  H is tory 
•   James  R iver  Water  T ra i l
•   P roper t ies  for  Venue H i re
•   Maps  and pamphlets  publ i shed  

in  border ing  towns ,  c i t ies ,  and 
count ies . 

EX IST ING
•  Watermarks Program and Camp
• Lions Club, Masonic Lodge, Senior 

Center
POTENTIAL
I n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
w i t h  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  a l i g n  w i t h 
S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n 
and fa i th  communi t ies :
•  Omohundro  Ins t i tu te  o f  Ea r l y 

Amer ican  H is tory  and Cu l ture 
a t  Wi l l i am and Mary 

•  C a r t e r  G .  W o o d s o n  I n s t i t u t e 
a t  UVA

•  S l a v e  D w e l l i n g  P r o j e c t  - 
b a s e d  i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  b u t 
conferences  annua l l y  a t  UVA

•  Coming to  Tab le
•  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  C e m e t e r i e s 

in  A lbermar le  and Amhers t
•  Monacan Nat ion  -  HQ in  VA

EXIST ING
•  Scot tsv i l l e  Farmer ’ s  Market
•  Bee  C i ty
•  Scot tsv i l l e  Second Saturdays
•  Ar t i san  Tra i l  Network 
POTENTIAL
M a n y  b o r d e r i n g  c a n a l  c i t i e s 
s u c h  a s  B u c h a n a n  f a c e  s i m i l a r 
cha l lenges  to  Scot tsv i l l e  in  te rms 
o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i e s ,  u r b a n  f a b r i c 
a n d  p o p u l a t i o n .  C o n n e c t i n g 
a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  s u c h 
c i t ies  o f fe r  oppor tun i t ies  for  a l l 
par t ies  to  leverage  the i r  people , 
h i s tor ies  and resources . 
•  “ P a s s - T h r o u g h  C i t i e s :  ( l i k e 

Buchanan)
•  A d a p t i v e  R e u s e  o f  C a n a l 

Warehouse
•  Inc reased In ternet  Access

EX IST ING
•  Boys  and G i r l ’ s  C lub  of  V i rg in ia
•  Youth  spor ts  programs 
•  Youth  support  programs 
POTENTIAL
•  A f t e r  S c h o o l  P r o g r a m s , 

c reat ive ,  educat iona l ,  ac t i ve 
•  V i rg in ia  4-H ,  A lbermar le  Parks 

and Recreat ion 
EX IST ING
•  UVA Hea l th  Sys tem
• Reg ion Ten 
•  Gym,  yoga s tud ios
•  Women’s  In i t i a t i ve

EXIST ING
•  Scot tsv i l l e  Museum 
•  V i r g i n i a  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e 

Humani t ies
•  Ins t i tu te  for  Pub l i c  H is tory  a t 

UVA
POTENTIAL
•  C e n t r a l  V i r g i n i a  R e s e a r c h e r s 

m e e t  e v e r y  f i r s t  T h u r s d a y  o f 
t h e  m o n t h  a t  t h e  J e f f e r s o n 
School 

•  O f f e r i n g  a  p l a c e  f o r  s u c h 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  m e e t  i n 
Scot tsv i l l e 

POTENTIAL
•  Hea l th  + Wel lness  fac i l i t i es
•  T ra i l s
•  H o s t i n g  a t h l e t i c  e v e n t s  a n d 

compet i t ions

CHARLOTTESVILLE

BUCHANAN

SCOTTSVILLE

GREENVILLE
WAYNESBORO

STAUNTON

LYNCHBURG

LEXINGTONCOVINGTON

RICHMOND

 RAIL  NETWORK
 CANAL NETWORK 
 MUNICIPAL PARTNERSHIPS
 TRAIL  + TOURISM NETWORKS 
 YOUTH (LARGELY BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB)
 EDUCATION + RESEARCH 

EXIST ING
•  Commerc ia l  t r ave l  compan ies 

l i ke  Amt rak  and  h igh  vo lume 
h i g h w a y s  s e e m  t o  m i s s  t h e 
town

•  H i g h w a y  2 0  -  s h o u l d  b e  r e -
eva luated

POTENTIAL
•  P u b l i c  s y s t e m ,  s u c h  a s 

s t a t e w i d e  b u s e s  w i t h  t o w n 
routes  f rom border ing  towns

•  Cap i ta l i z ing  on h ighway  20  as 
a  scen ic  byway

•  H i g h w a y  2 0  p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s 
t o  F l u v a n n a  a n d  A l b e r m a r l e 
count ies

•  T h e  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  k e y  f o r 
m o v e m e n t  i n  a n d  b e t w e e n 
t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  a n d  s h o u l d 
be  recons ide red  as  economic 
assets

Civ i l  War  Tra i l ,  Scottsv i l le ,  VA Civ i l  War  Tra i l ,  Scottsv i l le ,  VA Art i san  Tra i l  Network  S t i cker 
in  Storefront ,  Scottsv i l le ,  VA

B o y s  a n d  G i r l s  C l u b  A c t i v i t y , 
James River ,  VA

Yoga Studio ,  Scottsv i l le ,  VA Centra l  V i rg in ia  Researchers
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5ENCOURAGE WELLNESS
Encouraging Healthy  Pract ices

T h e  r e d  b l o c k e d  i t e m s  o n 
t h i s  c h a r t  a r e  f o o d  c e n t e r s , 
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  o r  c o f f e e  s h o p s . 
T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a b o u t  1 0 
opt ions  fo r  Scot t sv i l l e  loca l s  to 
b u y ,  o r  p i c k  u p  f o o d .  O f  t h e s e 
o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d 
hea l thy  opt ions . 

The  i tems in  b locked ye l low are 
gym or  f i tness  centers .  There  a re 
3  cur rent ly :  two yoga centers  and 
one  sma l l  gym space .  The  town 
a l s o  h a s  r u n n i n g ,  w a l k i n g  a n d 
b i k i n g  p a t h s  a r o u n d  t h e  l a k e , 
and the  shor t  levee  path  by  the 
water f ront .  

T h e  o r a n g e  b l o c k e d  i t e m s  a r e 
pharmac i s t s  o r  doc tors .  There  i s 
one  pharmacy  in  the  town l imi t s . 
N o t e :  t h e r e  i s  o n e  t o w n  f a m i l y 
dent i s t ,  but  th i s  dent i s t  i s  located 
in  F luvanna Co . 

FOOD/RESTAURANTS GYMS/FITNESS CENTERS PHARMACIES/DOCTORS

SCOTTSVILLE  HEALTH MAP

Vi rg in ia ’ s  P lan  for  Wel l -Be ing d id  a  complete  survey  o f  a l l  count ies 
to  unders tand d i spar i ty  in  hea l th  s ta tus .  There  were  th i r teen  c r i te r ia 
(hea l th  oppor tun i ty  ind ices )  used to  categor i ze  each  county  (F igure 
1 ) . 

Scot tsv i l l e  i s  a  h inge  locat ion  between A lbermar le  County ,  w i th  very 
h igh  hea l th  oppor tun i t ies ,  and  Ne lson ,  F luvanna ,  and  Buck ingham 
w i th  ve ry  low  hea l th  oppor tun i t i e s .  S co t t sv i l l e  cou ld  be  a  b r idge 
t o  g r e a t e r  h e a l t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  c o u n t i e s 
sur rounding i t .  

P ink  b locks  a re  grocery  centers , 
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w e e k l y  F a r m e r s 
Marke t )  o r  any  p l a ce  tha t  se l l s 
food  fo r  eve ryday  l i f e  i . e .  f resh 
p r o d u c e ,  f r e s h  p r o t e i n s ,  a n d 
other  food .   The  FoodL ion  i s  the 
on ly  grocery  s tore  in  town .

Scot tsv i l l e A lbermar le  Co .

Popula t ion 546 103 ,108
Median  Age 42 .4 38 .6
Median  Household  Income $43 ,036 $68 ,449

Number  o f  Households 243 38 ,499
Median  Proper ty  Va lue $206 ,600 $313 ,800
Percent  Home Ownersh ip 56% 65 .1%
Whi te  Res idents 517 79 ,817
B lack  Res idents 22 9 ,539
Other  E thn ic i t ies  (Res idents ) 7 13 ,752

 Scottsv i l le  Uptown and Downtown

 Scottsv i l le  Downtown

 Scottsv i l le  Uptown

SCOTTSVILLE  POSITIVES AND CHALLENGES:
Pos i t ives :  Walkab i l i t y ,  A i r  Qua l i ty ,  A f fordab i l i t y ,  and Popula t ion 
Dens i ty . 

Chal lenges :  Segregat ion ,  Educat ion  (d i s tance  to  schools ) ,  Hea l th  Care 
Access ,  Hea l thy  Food Access ,  and Income Inequa l i ty . 

S c o t t s v i l l e  i s  d o i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  s c a l e ,  b u t  s h o u l d 
deve lop in i t ia t i ves  to  bu i ld  on  i t s  pos i t i ves  wh i le  mak ing s incere  e f for t s 
to  address  i t s  cha l lenges . 

GROCERY CENTERS

F igure  1 :  Source  -  h t tps : / /v i rg in iawe l lbe ing .com
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6ENCOURAGE WELLNESS
Secure  Internet  Access  For  Al l  Res idents
INTERNET ACCESS

Current ly  in  Scot tsv i l l e ,  l i ke  in  most  o f  A lbermar le  County ,  there  i s  l im i ted 
and for  some no access  to  the  in ternet  (F igure  1 ) .  Today ,  a longs ide  e lec t r i c i ty 
and water ,  access  the  in ternet  i s  one  of  the  mandatory  resources  for  everyday 
l i fe .  Access ing  the  in ternet  i s  needed for  many  ind iv idua ls  every  day  for  both 
work  and school .  The  i s sue  in  Scot tsv i l l e  i s  the  fac t  that  the  ava i lab le  in ternet 
i s  e i ther  too  s low or  the  fas te r  packages  a re  too  expens ive ,  as  seen  in  the 
tab le  be low.  Th i s  l ack  o f  se rv ice  i s  h inder ing  both  res ident ia l  and commerc ia l 
p roper t ies  because  most  people  look ing to  purchase  a  house  or  o f f i ce  space 
requ i re  in ternet  access .

Cur rent ly  for  res ident ia l  a reas  in  Scot tsv i l l e ,  each  has  0-2  d i f fe rent  prov iders 
ava i lab le  for  in ternet  access  w i th  about  53 .3% wi th  on ly  0  or  1  opt ions  ava i lab le , 
as  seen in  F igure  2 .

Due  to  the  l a ck  o f  h igh  speed  in te rne t  i n  peop le ’ s  homes ,  the  Sco t t s v i l l e 
L ibrary  and Cof fee  Shop have  become popular  spots  for  loca l s  because  they 
both  have  open in ternet  access .  Even  people  f rom outs ide  Scot tsv i l l e  come to 
the  l ib ra ry  jus t  to  use  the  in ternet  and wi l l  s i t  outs ide  a f te r  c lose  in  the i r  ca rs . 
A l so ,  most  a reas  wh ich  do have  in ternet  exp la in  that  i t  w i l l  not  a lways  work 

Figure  1 :  Source :  Baars ,  Samantha Mart in  |LEAVE.  “The d ig i ta l  d iv ide :  Broadband- less  l ives 
ho ld  rura l  res idents  back .”  C-VILLE  Week ly .  May  04 ,  2017 .  h t tp : / /www.c-v i l l e . com/dig i ta l -
d iv ide-broadband- less- l ives-hold-rura l - res idents-back/#.WiI10VF9670.

The  t ab l e  be low  t ab le  i t  e xp l a in s  the  ave rage  p r i ce ,  speed  (megab i t s  pe r 
second) ,  coverage  and download speed of  the  top four  in ternet  prov iders  for 
Scot tsv i l l e  res idences  and bus inesses . 

Cur rent l y  in  Scot t sv i l l e  se rv i ce  averages  about  7 .39  mbps  per  home,  wh ich 
i s  s ign i f i cant ly  lower  than  Char lot tesv i l l e  wh ich  averages  39 .22  mbps .  A l so , 
when look ing a t  the  whole  o f  V i rg in ia ,  wh ich  averages  50 .87  mbps ,  i t  i s  about 
seven t imes  s lower .  Th i s  char t  a l so  compares  a t  the  pr i ce  ranges  (cheapest 
and most  expens ive  packages )  for  the  top download speed of  that  package 
as  l i s ted  by  each  prov ider .

SATELLITE  OR 
NON-SATELLITE

COVERAGE 
OF TOWN

FASTEST SPEED 
(MBPS)

AVERAGE 
DOWNLOAD SPEED

STARTING PRICE 
(DOWNLOAD SPEED 

PER MONTH)

TOP PRICED PACKAGE 
(DOWNLOAD SPEED 

PER MONTH)

RESIDENTIAL

CenturyL ink Non-Sate l l i te 88 .60% 80 4 .0  mbps $45 .00  (up  to  10mbps) N/A

Xf in i ty Non-Sate l l i te 49 .70% 150 27 .2  mbps $49 .95  (up  to  10  mbps) $99 .95  (up  to  400mbps)

HughesNet Sate l l i te 100% 15 N/A $49 .95  (up  to  25  mbps) $69 .99  (up  to  25mbps)

Exede In ternet Sate l l i te 100% 12 6 .4  mbps $30 .00  (up  to  12  mbps) $100 .00  (up  to  25  mbps)

BUSINESS

CenturyL ink Non-Sate l l i te 100% 80 4 .0  mbps $54 .99  (up  to  10mbps) $84 .99  (up  to  25  mbps)

Comcast  Bus iness Non-Sate l l i te 43 .80% 150 27 .2  mbps $69 .99  (up  to  25  mbps) $499 .95  (up  to  1 ,000mbps)

because  they  use  sa te l l i te  wh ich  w i l l  not  work  when i t ’ s  c loudy  or  ra in ing , 
and dur ing  h igh  demand hours  i t  essent ia l l y  becomes  use less .  Most  people 
pay  to  have  a  ce l l  phone data  p lans  on  top of  the i r  in te rnet  p lan . 
 
To  he lp  remedy these  i s sues  the  A lbemar le  County  Broadband Author i ty  was 
formed and meets  each  month .  The  author i ty  rece ived par t  o f  the  $945 ,000 
V i r g i n i a  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e  G r a n t ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  A l b e m a r l e  C o . 
$118 ,400  to  he lp  the i r  own loca l  communi t ies  improve  the i r  te lecommunicat ion 
i n f r a s t ruc tu re  a s  we l l  a s  he lp  bu i ld  the  V i rg in i a  economy  by  spu r r i ng  job 
c reat ion  opportun i t ies .   A lbemar le  has  cur rent ly  been work ing wi th  CenturyL ink 
to  prov ide  these  serv ices  to  the  county . 

F ina l l y ,  there  i s  Dark  F ibre  in f ras t ructure  runn ing under  Scot tsv i l l e  and some 
of  i t s  sur rounding areas .  Th i s  Dark  F ibre  i s  opt i ca l  f iber  in f ras t ructure  wh ich 
i s  not  cur rent ly  in  use  and can  be  purchased and used by  pr iva te  companies . 
These  ne tworks  requ i re  l e s s  power  and  have  a  be t te r  s igna l  s t rength  than 
t rad i t iona l  networks .

Figure  2 :  Map of  Scottsv i l le  internet  providers

HOW MANY MBPS PER ACTIVITY BY ONE USER (AVERAGES) :

Bas ic  web use-  2mbps
Steaming Mus ic  –  2mbpss
Media  Shar ing-  10mbps
St reaming HD v ideo –  10mbps
Video chat  –  10  mbps
Onl ine  gaming –  25mbps
F i le  Download ing ( la rge)  –  50mbps
Cloud Storage  –  50mbps
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7RE-CENTER SCOTTSVILLE
Foster  Healthy  L iv ing

1 MILE LOOP
BASEBALL
TENNIS
PLAYING FIELDS
SWIMMING/ BOATING

DANCE
YOGA

FITNESS CENTER

St John’s Episcopal
1875

Scottsville Presbyterian
1827

Scottsville United Methodist
1833

Scottsville Baptist
1840

Disciples of Christ Church
1846-1955

Union Baptist Church
1865

Restored Histor ic  E levat ion and New Gym Proposal

HEALTHY SCOTTSVILLE . 
Running route  and p lay ing  f ie lds  in  Scot tsv i l l e .

HEALTHY COMMUNITY. 
Tapping in to  a l ready  success fu l  communi t ies  w i th in  Scot tsv i l l e  to  promote 
hea l th . 

ACTIVE YOUTH PROGRAMS. 
Heal thy  l i v ing  and act iv i t ies  s ta r t ing  a t  a  young age  encourages  we l lness 
throughout  l i fe . 

MAPPING HEALTHY LIVING

L iv ing  and encourag ing a  hea l thy  l i fes ty le  i s  done best  in  a  communi ty  env i ronment .  Es tab l i sh ing 
a  hea l thy  commun i t y  w i th in  S co t t s v i l l e  c an  be  done  th rough  engag ing  a l r eady  e s t ab l i shed  and 
func t ion ing  communi ty  ne tworks .  The  town a l ready  has  a  v ib rant  and  ac t i ve  fa i th  communi ty .  By 
us ing  these  resources  and in f ras t ructures  a  hea l th ie r  env i ronment  can  be   c reated that  i s  mutua l l y 
benef i c ia l  to  both  congregat ions  and the i r  ins t i tu t ions . 

Many  p laces  o f  worsh ip  serve  the  communi t ies  through out reach .  Whether  by  feed ing the  hungry , 
c reat ing  food or  c lo th ing dr ives ,  fa i th  p laces  can  he lp  enforce  pos i t i ve  change .  Some out reach  cou ld 
be  hea l th  focused .  By  bu i ld ing  p laces  o f  hea l thy  l i v ing  a longs ide  p laces  o f  worsh ip ,  both  can  fur ther 
p romote  the i r  ob jec t i ves  wh i l e  fu r the r ing  ou t reach .  Hea l thy  compet i t ion  o f  baseba l l ,  baske tba l l , 
touch  footba l l  e tc .  a re  a l l  ways  fa i th  communi t ies  can  promote  hea l thy  l i v ing . 
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8RE-CENTER SCOTTSVILLE
Rebui ld  for  Health

REBUILDING HISTORY

R e b u i l d i n g  S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s  h i s t o r y  t o 
in f luence  a  hea l thy  communi ty  can  be 
a  pr ior i ty  to  both  re juvenate  i t s  proud 
h i s tory  wh i le  mak ing i t  a  hea l thy  hub 
f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  R e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e 
los t  tobacco warehouses  that  used to 
popula te  the  cana l  f ront  o f  Scot tsv i l l e 
i n t o  m o d e r n  b u i l d i n g s  c a p a b l e  o f 
ho ld ing of f i ce  medica l  spaces  as  we l l  as 
rentab le  un i t s  prov ides  appropr ia te ly-
s c a l e d  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t o w n .  P r o t e c t e d 
beh ind  the  l evee ,  once  unoccup iab le 
f i r s t  f l o o r  s p a c e s  c a n  b e c o m e  s t o r e 
f ron t s  fo r  hea l thy  l i v i ng  w i th  o f f i ce s 
a n d  h o u s i n g  a b o v e .  C e n t r a l  t o  t h e 
des ign  of  Mobi le  Medic ine  fac i l i t i es  a re 
rooms or  cub ic les  fo r  rent  tha t  a l low 
pat ients  to  pr iva te ly  and secure ly  meet 
w i th  medica l  p rofess iona ls  a l l  over  the 
wor ld  through skype to  address  medica l 
i s s u e s  a n d  h e a l t h  i n  r u r a l  P i e d m o n t 
V i rg in ia .  Spaces  to  work ,  l i ve  and eat 
hea l thy  make Scot tsv i l l e  a  hub for  new 
growth .

N e w  b u i l d i n g s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  a c t i v e , 
h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y l e s  a n d  s p o r t s  m a k e 
S c o t t s v i l l e  a  r e g i o n a l  h u b  f o r 
s u r r o u n d i n g  l o c a l i t i e s .  S u c c e s s f u l 
a c t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t o w n  c a n 
p romote  hea l thy  l i v ing  p rac t i ces  and  
l i v ing .  Ins tead of  Char lot tesv i l l e  be ing 
t h e  m a j o r  h u b  f o r  m e d i c a l  n e e d s , 
Scot tsv i l l e  can  once  aga in  be  the  center 
o f  a  reg iona l  network . 

Main Street
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9REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN
Cult ivate  Mult i -Unit  Housing
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Commerc ia l  Inf i l l  Hous ing-Addit ion on Ex ist ing StorefrontDetached Housing

Exist ing Warehouse Townhouse Terrace  Housing

LEGEND Potent ia l  Locat ions Ex i s t ing  Warehouse

A D D I T I O N  O N  E X I S T I N G 
STOREFRONT TYPOLOGY

V a l l e y  a n d  M a i n  S t r e e t 
h a v e  s t o r e s  a n d  h o m e s 
l i n i n g  t h e  s i d e w a l k s .  W e 
p r o p o s e  a d d i t i o n s  b e 
made  on  top  o f  the  some 
s t o r e s  c r e a t i n g  a  “ l i v e -
w o r k ”  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w h i l e 
s t i l l  r e t a in ing  the  s t r ee t s ’ 
h i s tor i c  appearances .

D E T A C H E D  H O U S I N G 
TYPOLOGY

H a r r i s o n  S t r e e t  p r o v i d e s 
e x a m p l e s  o f  d e t a c h e d 
h o u s i n g ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e 
emulated in new construct ion 
c o n t i n u i n g  S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s 
r e s i d e n t i a l  i d e n t i t y .  T h i s 
n e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o u l d 
p r o v i d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r 
a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  t o  s t i l l 
f i t  the  ex i s t ing  landscape . 

TOWNHOUSE TYPOLOGY

D o w n t o w n  S c o t t s v i l l e  i s 
a  s m a l l ,  q u a i n t  a r e a  s o 
w e  p r o p o s e  t o w n h o u s e 
s t y l e  h o m e s  r e s e m b l i n g 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  t y p o l o g i e s 
p r o v i d i n g  s i n g l e - f a m i l y 
h o u s i n g  t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e 
l i m i t e d  s p a c e ,  w h i l e 
c o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
bu i l t  env i ronment . 

E X I S T I N G  W A R E H O U S E 
TYPOLOGY

We propose using the exist ing 
warehouse  typo logy  on  the 
r i ver f ront  as  an  opportun i ty 
f o r  m u l t i - u n i t  h o u s i n g  o n 
t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r s .  D u e  t o 
t h e  f l o o d p l a i n ,  t h e  f i r s t 
f l o o r  w o u l d  b e  d e s i g n a t e d 
a s  c o m m e r c i a l ,  p r o v i d i n g 
s p a c e  t o  p r o m o t e  h e a l t h y 
l i v ing  wi th  s tore  f ronts  and 
Mobi le  Medic ine  rooms .   

T E R R A C E  H O U S I N G 
T YPOLOGY

D u e  t o  S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s 
t e r r a i n ,  w e  p r o p o s e  t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e 
m u l t i - u n i t  r e s i d e n t i a l 
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  c a n 
t r a n s v e r s e  t h e  h i l l s  w h i l e 
s t i l l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e 
d o w n t o w n  a r e a .  T e r r a c e 
h o u s i n g  w i l l  e m b r a c e  t h e 
e x i s t i n g  l a n d s c a p e  a n d 
promote  a  v i sua l  connect ion 
to  the  r i ver .  
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10REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN
Invite  Commerc ia l  Inf i l l
PROPOSAL

By look ing a t  what  Scot tsv i l l e  a l ready  has  and s imply  add ing 
to  i t ,  fo rgot ten  spaces  can  come back  to  l i fe  and new areas 
can  be  c reated .  The  bu i l t  env i ronment ,  s ta r t -up companies , 
and  in te rac t i ve  spaces  w i l l  a l low  fo r  economic  and  soc ia l 
g rowth  i n  S co t t s v i l l e .  The  i nv i t a t i on  o f  commerc i a l  i n f i l l 
opens  the  town’s  doors  to  new opportun i t ies  and growth .

lGGlooobbbee, GGeeoooEEEyyyee, EEaaarrrttthhsssttttaaaarr GGeeoooogggrrraaaappphhicccssss, CCNNEESS///AAAAAA//// iirrbbbuuss DDDSS, UUSSDDDDAAA, UUSSGGSS, AAAeerrroooooGGRRRIDDDD, IGGNN, aaannddd tthhee GGISS UUsseerr
CCCCCCC
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Through v is ib le  s ignage marking publ ic  spaces ,  the  community  has  more 
opportunity  for  phys ica l  and soc ia l  engagement .  

Propos ing inter ior  d iv is ions  of  Val ley  St .  f ronted bui ld ings  to  create  a 
“ l ive-work”  space  provid ing lowered l iv ing expenses . 

Due to  l imited  space  ava i lab le  for  expans ion hor izonta l ly ,  we  propose 
ver t i ca l  growth  at  the  back  of  bu i ld ings ,  l imi t ing  the i r  v i s ib i l i ty  f rom 
street  leve l .

Marking the  exter iors  of  s tores  and bus inesses  with  s igns  s ignals  the i r 
ident i t ies  and encourages  interact ion with  the  space . 

By  creat ing spaces  of  natura l  engagement  r ight  off  the  main  road,  through park lettes  and marked passageways ,  pedestr ians 
are  able  to  access  and engage with  more of  the  town. 

LEGEND Vacant  Lot

Empty  S tore f ront

Communi ty  S i te

Park ing Opportun i ty  Node

Church

Recreat iona l  Ameni ty

Future  Cor r idor
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REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN
Encourage Pedestr ian Act iv i ty

A: Creat ing a  lef t  turn  lane off  Val ley  St .  onto Main St .  would s low traff ic  down,  thus  inv i t ing 
Main St .  engagement .  In  addit ion,  insta l l ing s ignals  at  intersect ion crosswalks  would mark thei r 
locat ion and announce the  presence of  pedestr ians . 

C :  Creat ing a  year-round recreat ion hub next  to  the  James River  Reel ing & Raft ing would provide 
opportunity  for  community  engagement  outdoors  whi le  ut i l i z ing avai lable  space .  

B :  A  new pedestr ian-or iented commerc ia l  bui ld ing would promote res ident  and v is i tor  act iv i ty 
in  the  area  whi le  needing addit ional  crosswalks  to  explore  the  greater  area .

D:  Knowing where  Scottsv i l le  begins  i s  key  to  welcoming res idents  home and v is i tors  to  town. 
P lac ing a  gate  a long Main  St .  heading f rom Richmond a l lows for  the  dr iver  and pedestr ian  to 
know there  i s  something to  be  seen here . 

A

B C

D

LEGEND Opportun i ty  Node Potent ia l  S ignageNew Pedest r ian  Connect ionEx i s t ing  Pedest r ian  Connect ion

PPPROOOOOOOPPPPPPPPOOSSAAAALLLLLL
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12REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN
Encourage Pedestr ian Act iv i ty

PROPOSAL

Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  smal l  town de l ight  o f  communi ty ,  hosp i ta l i t y , 
s c e n e r y ,  a n d  c h a r m  h a s  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  b o t h 
res idents  and v i s i tors .  One th ing  keep ing the  town f rom 
th i s  image  i s  cons tan t  t r a f f i c  s imp ly  speed ing  th rough 
Va l ley  S t reet .  S lowing th i s  down would  c reate  a  qu ie ter , 
sa fe r  env i ronment  for  pedest r ians :  v i s i tors  and res idents .

20000 00 2000010000 Feeeett

A:“Scottsv i l le” .  We propose the  addit ion of  a  Val ley  St .  entrance gate 
marking a  s tart  to  both ends  of  the  main  downtown area .  

B :  S lowing traff ic  down and s ignal ing crosswalk  locat ions  in  the  heart 
of  Val ley  St .  for  safety  and pedestr ian engagement .

C :  Implement ing markers  at  the  entrances  of  s igni f icant  town locat ions : 
Farmers  Market ,  r iverfront ,  etc .

D:  Creat ing s ignage for  both pedestr ians  and dr ivers  d i rect ing them 
to  var ious  locat ions  and act iv i t ies  in  town –  informing them of  the 
opportunit ies .

A-Deta i l :  Under  the  “Scottsv i l le”  entrance gate ,  add a  removable/updateable  s ign informing newcomers  of  upcoming events 
in  town.  

D

A

B

C

D

D

LEGEND Opportun i ty  NodeEx i s t ing  Pedest r ian  Connect ion

New Pedest r ian  Connect ion Potent ia l  S ignage
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13CHOREOGRAPH ASSETS
Make Way:
ENHANCE SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING
C h o r e o g r a p h i n g  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  S c o t t s v i l l e  i m p l i e s  g i v i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e 
spaces  o f  commun i t y ,  h i s to r y ,  and  na tu re .  Th rough  these  va r ious  p ro j ec t s , 
connect ions  between assets  a re  c ra f ted ,  synchron iz ing  the  fabr i c  o f  the  town 
and choreograph ing movement  through i t .  Th i s  pro jec t  proposes  implement ing 
a  network  o f  wayf ind ing s ignage and d i rec t iona l  markers ,  as  we l l  as  e lements  o f 
human in tent ion  in  var ious  locat ions  a round town.  These  ideas  mani fes t  as  mi le 
markers  a long t ra i l s ,  c lear  maps  ava i lab le  in  pub l i c  spaces ,  benches  and covered 
p laces  o f  res t ,  and ent ry  s igns  or  banners .  By  incorporat ing  these  e lements  in to 
the  l andscape ,  the  space  i s  t rans fo rmed in to  a  we l l -de f ined ,  nav igab le ,  and 
engaging space  for  in terac t ion .  A  connect ion  i s  fo rmed throughout  the  town 
w i th  th i s  ne twork ,  and  th rough  th i s  the  town ’ s  asse t s  a re  s t rengthened  and 
so l id i f i ed .  Fo r  both  res idents  and  newcomers  o f  Sco t t sv i l l e ,  way f ind ing  and 
e lements  o f  in tent ion  prov ide  opportun i t ies  for  engagement  and exp lorat ion . 
By  un i t ing  spaces  o f  communi ty ,  h i s tory ,  and nature ,  Scot tsv i l l e  i s  t rans formed 
f rom a  dr ive-by  town in to  a  dest inat ion  wor thy  o f  s topping and s tay ing  awhi le .

MARKERS OF INTENTION
Th i s  ske tch  be low demonst ra tes  the  va r ious  d i rec t iona l  markers  and  way f ind ing  s igns  tha t  can  be 
imp lemented  a long  pedes t r i an  pa thways  to  p rov ide  d i rec t iona l  in fo rmat ion .  Many  pub l i c  a reas  in 
Scot tsv i l l e  cur rent ly  lack  markers  o f  or ientat ion ,  potent ia l l y  deeming i t  un inv i t ing  or  unwelcoming to 
passersby .  Wi th  s igns  ind icat ing  methods  o f  nav igat ing  around town,  one  can  fee l  sa fe  and comfor tab le 
in  the  space ,  and be  more  l i ke ly  to  re turn  for  engagement  w i th  the  space .  Mi le  marker  s igns  a l so 
encourage hea l thy  l i v ing ,  prov id ing  awareness  for  benef i c ia l  we l lness  prac t i ces .

Th i s  image ,  as  i l lus t ra ted  on the  “Rev i ta l i ze  Downtown“  page ,  demonst ra tes  the  implementat ion  of 
s ignage and wayf ind ing in  more  pub l i c  a reas  o f  town l i ke  Va l ley  S t reet .  An  ent rance  s ign  l i ke  th i s 
one  prov ides  an  eye-ca tch ing  recogn i t ion  o f  ente r ing  the  space  o f  Scot t sv i l l e .  A  l a rger  sys tem of 
s ignage ,  implemented through both  natura l  and c i ty- l i ke  spaces  o f  Scot tsv i l l e ,  wou ld  communicate  an 
in tegrated and appea l ing  communi ty ,  t rans forming Scot tsv i l l e  f rom a  dr ive-by  town to  a  dest inat ion .

S t ruc tu ra l  e l ement s  l i k e  th i s  cove red  bench  be low  p rov ides  a  p l a ce  o f  r e s t ,  con temp la t ion ,  and 
opportun i ty  for  pro longed presence  in  a  space .  By  o f fe r ing  var ious  means  for  paus ing ,  the  oppor tun i ty 
for  more  mean ingfu l  and persona l  in terac t ion  w i th  the  landscape ar i ses .  She l te red  benches  a l so  serve 
a s  an  i n t ima te  ga the r ing  space ,  spa rk ing  conve r sa t ion  and  f r i end l y  i n te rac t ions  w i th in  the  more 
natura l  se t t ings  o f  the  town .

Recent  images  of  publ ic  areas  in  Scottsv i l le  demonstrat ing the   va luable  yet  under-developed 
spaces  for  potent ia l  engagement .

The  cur rent  Levee  Walk  and  sur rounding  publ i c  a reas  of fer  bas i c  pedest r ian  access  but  l ack 
proper  s ignage and human intent ion.

LEVEE WALK NAVIGATION
The cur rent  Levee  Walk  path  can  be  d i f f i cu l t  to  fo l low in  fu l l .  Many  of  the  ent rances  and ex i t s  to  the 
wa lk  a re  unmarked ,  or  end wi th  no ind icators  for  nav igat ing  towards  d i f fe rent  par ts  o f  town .  The  map 
be low prov ides  a  def ined pathway  for  pedest r ians  to  fo l low as  a  gu ide .  The  map can  be  p laced on 
s igns  throughout  the  Levee  a rea  and other  a reas  for  pub l i c  in teres t .  In format iona l  d iagrams l i ke  th i s 
can  a l so  ind icate  pub l i c  bathrooms ,  h i s tor i ca l  s i tes ,  and p laces  for  shopping and d in ing .  C lear  and 
he lp fu l  maps  l i ke  these  prov ide  newcomers  w i th  a  sense  o f  comfor t  nav igat ing  the  Levee  Walk  and 
work  towards  the  fee l ing  of  Scot tsv i l l e  as  a  va luab le  and we lcoming dest inat ion . 

PROPOSED LEVEE LOOP
The cur rent  wa lk  does  not  have  a  c lear  beg inn ing or  end ,  and lacks  d i rec t ion  on how to  re turn  to 
the  beg inn ing wi thout  re t rac ing  your  s teps .  Be low i s  a  proposa l  fo r  a  completed Levee  Walk  Main 
Loop ,  wh ich  connects  the  ends  o f  the  Levee  to  Dorr ie r  park ,  the  fa rmers  market ,  and downtown areas . 
A long th i s  path ,  wayf ind ing  markers  fo r  pedest r ians  prevent  one  f rom get t ing  los t  a long the  way . 
By  forming a  cohes ive  and fu l l  loop pathway ,  c i t i zens  can  fee l  comfor tab le  and a t  ease  en joy ing th i s 
t reasured space . 

ENHANCE THE LEVEE WALK 
Sco t t s v i l l e ’ s  Levee  Wa lk  pe r f ec t l y  e xemp l i f i e s  an  i n te r sec t ion  o f  i t s  a s se t s : 
h i s tory ,  communi ty ,  and nature .  I t  cur rent ly  prov ides  a  we l l -groomed,  v i s ib le 
path  for  wa lkers  and joggers  to  en joy  the i r  town and to  t rack  some mi leage . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p a t h  l a c k s  p r o p e r  s i g n a g e ,  m i l e - m a r k e r s ,  n a v i g a t i o n a l 
in format ion ,  and a  cohes ive  s ta r t  and end .  Adding s ignage would  gu ide  users 
a long the  path  whi le  encourag ing deeper  engagement  and en joyment  o f  the 
landscape .  Added markers  o f  in tent ion  can  in i t ia te  hea l thy  l i v ing ,  communi ty 
in terac t ion ,  and make way  for  po ints  o f  pause  and apprec ia t ion  of  the   a rea . 
Enr i ch ing the  wa lk  w i th  s imple  enhancements  expands  the  aud ience ,  he ightens 
the  appea l ,  and ins t i l l s  in tent iona l i t y ,  gu idance ,  and care  in to  the  t ra i l .  Th i s 
network  o f  e lements  can  a l so  prov ide  opportun i t ies  for  the  te l l ing  of  Scot tsv i l l e 
s to r i e s  th rough  in fo rmat iona l  pane l s .  Th i s  p roposa l  t akes  advan tage  o f  the 
topography  a l r eady  es tab l i shed ,  b roadens  the  connec t ions  su r round ing  the 
Scot tsv i l l e  ident i ty ,  and prov ides  engagement  oppor tun i t ies  for  a  more  d iverse 
group of  age  ranges ,  ab i l i t i es ,  and user- types .

The  above  image renders  the  potent ia l  fo r  pub l i c  spaces  to  be  t rans formed wi th  s ignage ,  wayf ind ing , 
and e lements  o f  human in tent ion .  Maps ,  p laces  o f  res t ,  in format iona l  pane ls  and communi ty  boards , 
d i rec t iona l  markers ,  sa fe ty  e lements  ( l ights )  and p leas ing  landscape a l l  p rov ide  an  engaged pathway 
which  promotes  c i t i zen  par t i c ipat ion  ( res ident  and v i s i tor )  w i th in  the  fabr i c  o f  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  assets .

Scottsville Levee Walk
Lorem ipsum dolor sit Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy 
nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy 
nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 
suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 
suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum 
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero 
eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 

1/4
MILES

Scottsville Levee Walk

Pedestrian Bridge

Levee Walk
Main Loop
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Take a  Hike

ENSURE SCOTTSVILLE’S  HEALTH

Heal th  sys tems are  much more  than doctors 
and hosp i ta l s .  By  spending t ime on t ra i l s ,  you 
incorporate  hea l thy  and sus ta inab le  pract i ces 
in to  your  l i fes ty le . 

Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  comprehens ive  t ra i l  network  can 
incorporate  e lements  that  encourage fur ther 
usage .  T ra i l  marke r s  w i l l  he lp  h i ke r s  fo l low 
p a t h s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  v e r y  a p p a r e n t ,  s u c h  a s 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  t r a i l s .  D i s t a n c e 
marke r s  tha t  have  wa l k ing  t imes  w i l l  a l l ow 
users  to  p ick  the  t ra i l  that  meets  the i r  needs .  
Footbr idges  ove r  sma l l  b rooks  w i l l  improve 
t h e  t r a i l ’ s  u s a b i l i t y .  P i c n i c  t a b l e s  w i l l  a c t 
both  as  a  res t ing  spot  and a  dest inat ion  for 
outdoor  mea ls .

Ex tending the  t ra i l  to  c i rc le  the  Scot tsv i l le  Lake 
and  connec t  w i th  Ma in  S t ree t  cou ld  fu r ther 
in tegra te  a  hea l thy  Scot t sv i l l e  l i f es ty le  w i th 
the  many  assets  inherent  to  the  town i t se l f , 
p r o m o t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a c t s  o f  c o m m u n i t y 
e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  o v e r a l l  h e a l t h  a l o n g  t h e 
way  due  to  the  v i s tas  and d i rec t  connect ion 
to  the  town . 

So why invest  in  Scottsv i l le ’ s  outdoors? 

E x e r c i s e  a n d  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  n a t u r e  e n s u r e 
hea l th  in  the  fo l lowing ways :

Smarter  bra ins .  Be ing  near  fauna  and f lo ra 
t r i g g e r s  n e u r o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  l e a d  t o 
c learer  th ink ing ,  sharper  focus ,  and increased 
c reat iv i ty . 

Calmed minds .  Nature  reduces  s t ress ,  wh ich 
i s  preempt ive  t reatment  for  hyper tens ion  and 
hear t  d i sease . 

H a p p i e r  l i v e s .  B i o p h i l i a ,  o r  t h e  l o v e  o f 
l i v i ng  s y s tems ,  i s  t he  i n t r i n s i c  a f f i n i t y  tha t 
everybody ho lds  towards  nature .  Even  be ing 
subconsc ious ly  aware  o f  natura l  e lements  can 
e l i c i t  a  pos i t i ve  emot iona l  response . 

Health ier  bodies .  By par t i c ipat ing  in  card io 
exerc i se ,  you lower  your  b lood pressure ,  r i sk 
o f  hear t  d i sease ,  and cho les tero l  leve l s .

L i v ing  in  a  town where  h ikes  a re  a  normal  and 
popular  a f fa i r  would  boast  a  popula t ion  that 
exper iences  these  benef i t s  as  a  whole .  So ,  i f 
there  were  one  th ing  doctors  would  prescr ibe 
a s  a  p r e v e n t a t i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  m e a s u r e  t o 
Scot tsv i l l e ,  i t  wou ld  be  th i s : 

Take a  Hike!

M a p  o f  S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s  V a n  C l i e f  T r a i l s ,  R o a d s ,  a n d  P r o p o s e d 
Intervent ions

Tra i l  Footbr idge Tra i l  P icn ic  Table

Tra i l  Marker :  Appalachian Tra i l Tra i l  S ign in  Mult ip le  Languages

Existing Trails

Existing Roads Proposed Trails

Proposed intervention sites Parking lots

Van Clief Nature Area
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Create  a  New Tra i l

View of  t ra i l s 

V iew of  uptown View of  downtown

Views of  the  r iver  and town

 Visual  access 
to  Uptown

 Visua l  access 
to  Downtown

V i s u a l  a c c e s s 
to  River

Access 
to  Tra i l s

F ig .  1 .  V isual  access  to  d i f ferent  parts  of  the  town from the proposed tra i l  and platforms in 
Van Cl ief  Nature  Area

View towards  the  lake  and tra i l s

CONNECTING TRAILS ,  INCREASING ACCESSIBIL ITY

The  fo l l ow ing  p roposa l  seeks  to  t i e  the  town  o f  Sco t t s v i l l e  p rope r  w i th  the 
ex tens ive  t ra i l  network  proposed in  the  sur rounding Van C l ie f  Nature  Reserve . 
Scot tsv i l l e  boasts  both  a  capt iva t ing  townscape and a  r i ch  natura l  env i ronment  – 
The  task  i s  l ink ing  and in tegrat ing  the  two .  Th i s  pro jec t  in t roduces  a  connect ing 
t r a i l  b e h i n d  V a l l e y  S t r e e t ’ s  V i c t o r y  H a l l  t h a t  w o u l d  i n i t i a t e  s u c h  s t r a t e g i c 
ne twork ing .  Comple te  w i th  hand i cap-access ib le  r amps ,  pa ths ,  p l a t fo rms  and 
lookouts  for  the  en joyment  o f  the  a rea ’ s  except iona l  beauty ,  th i s  path  would 
e f fec t i ve ly  connect  the  growing t ra i l  network  w i th  the  town’s  center  o f  communi ty 
and ac t i v i ty .  Scot tsv i l l e  can  in i t ia te  a  c lear  co l laborat ion  of  assets  by  bu i ld ing 
th i s  l i nk ,  a l low ing  towns fo lk  and  v i s i to r s  o f  a l l  t ypes ,  to  see  and  exper ience 
the  a rea  i n  a  f r e sh  and  engag ing  manne r .  B r i ng ing  these  a s se t s  i n  t andem, 
Scot t sv i l l e  can  c rea t i ve ly  es tab l i sh  ye t  another  po in t  o f  p r ide  and  appea l ,  o f 
memory-mak ing and in tent iona l i ty  for  i t s  res idents  and v i s i tors  too .
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Enhance the  Levee and Connect  to  the  River
LEVEE WALK PLATFORM 

Sco t t s v i l l e  Levee  i s  a  neces sa r y  p ro tec t i ve  measu re  fo r  town  re s iden t s .  The 
h igh  bank  p revents  des t ruc t i ve  f lood ing  f rom dominat ing  the  town nar ra t i ve 
any  longer .  Desp i te  i t s  obv ious  and essent ia l  se rv ices ,  however ,  the  levee  a l so 
d i sconnects  the  town,  l i te ra l l y  and metaphor ica l l y ,  f rom i t s  foundat iona l  ident i f ie r 
-  the  r i ver .   Wi th  a  r i ch  h i s tory ,  deep ly  t ied  to  fe r ry ing ,  cana l  and bateau-based 
t rade  and t rave l ,  the  Scot tsv i l l e  levee  cur rent ly  poses  a  threat  to  the  town’s  l ink 
to  the  pas t .  I t  a l so  inh ib i t s  the  c reat ion  o f  a  new “ r i ve r  cu l tu re . ”  Cana l  bas in 
square  beg ins  the  work  that  the  fo l lowing propos i t ion  for  t rans format ion  a ims 
to  expand upon . 

By  bu i ld ing  a  p la t form a f f i xed  to  the  s t ructure  o f  the  levee ,  users  a re  g iven  the 
opportun i ty  to  in terac t  w i th  the  levee  in  a  new,  e levated manner .  Not  on ly  would 
i t  enhance  the  path  a l ready  a top the  levee ,  i t  wou ld  a l so  encourage res t ,  pause , 
communi ty  gather ing  and most  o f  a l l ,  a  d i rec t  re fe rence  and reconnect ion  to  the 
r i ver .  Through s ignage and in terac t i ve  exh ib i t s ,  th i s  space  cou ld  a l so  prov ide  a 
loca le  for  ex tend ing the  e f for t s  o f  cana l  bas in  square ,  perhaps  re fe renc ing the 
many  f loods  that  shaped the  res i l i ent  communi ty  o f  Scot tsv i l l e  we  know today . 
Th i s  hypothes i s  o f fe rs  a  reconnect ion  to  the  r i ver ,  a  space  for  fu r ther  f lesh ing 
out  some of  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  most  in tegra l  h i s tor ies ,  and an  enhanced opportun i ty 
for  engagement  w i th  the  landscape and people  that  inhab i t  i t .

Fig .  3 .  Proposed walk ing Ramp up to  the  br idge

Fig .  6 .  Proposed footbr idge on the  levee

Fig .  5 .  Proposed Steps  to  the  br idgeFig .  4 .  P icture  of  ex ist ing br idge

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

At  i t s  core ,  Scot tsv i l le  remains  a  r i ver  town.  The  communi ty ’ s  cur rent  in f ras t ructure 
s tems f rom i t s  ear ly  use  as  a  c r i t i ca l  l ink  a long the  James  R iver  t rade  network . 
However ,  as  the  county  seat  and i t s  center , type  and method of  commerce  sh i f ted 
in  favor  o f  Char lot tesv i l l e ,  the  r i ver  took  on a  less  e lementa l  ro le  in  the  Scot tsv i l l e 
nar ra t i ve .  Over  t ime ,  James  R iver ’ s  tendency  to  f lood a l so  became an  untenab le 
threat .  Th i s  we l l - founded concern  lead to  the  town’s  be loved Mink  Creek  Dam 
and Raymond Thacker  Levee ,  put  in to  p lace  to  protect  i t  f rom fur ther  damage , 
though s imul taneous ly  d i s tanc ing Scot tsv i l l e  f rom what  was  once  i t s  l i feb lood . 
The  r i ve r ’ s  unse t t l ed  h i s to ry  r i ngs  t rue  th roughout  the  town ,  man i fe s t ing  in 
a  few apt ly  t i t led  bars  and pubs ,  yet  l ack ing  the  c r i t i ca l  v i sua l  l inkage to  the 
water  i t se l f . 

As  a  r i ver town absent  o f  a  r i ver  v iew and or  ample  r i ver  access ,  Scot tsv i l l e  has 
a  un ique  opportun i ty  i s  to  rec la im th i s  l ink  to  i t s  h i s tor i c  ident i ty ,  to  rev i ta l i ze 
i t s  capt iva t ing  r i ver  v i s ta ,  and to  engage i t s  unquest ionab le  capac i ty  to  br ing 
people  together .  By  inves t ing  in  a  pedest r ian  br idge  that  sa fe ly  ushers  loca l s  and 
v i s i tors  a l i ke ,  to  leave  the  levee  and exper ience  the  r i ver ,  Scot tsv i l l e  s tands  to 
ga in  i t s  ident i ty  t ied  to  the  shore l ine .  Synchron iz ing  Scot tsv i l l e  w i th  i t s  h i s tor i c 
r i ver f ront  opens  oppor tun i ty  for  fu r ther  deve lopment ,  communi ty  engagement 
and natura l  enhancement  to  an  a l ready  v ibrant  townscape . 

Fig .  1 .  A  user  p latform atop the  levee could  provide a  r ich  p lace  for  pause ,  gather ing,  and a  guided look at 
the  r iver  and surrounding landscape.   A  f loat ing structure  at  the  water  f ront  a l lows d i f ferent  exper iences  with 
water . 

F ig .  2 .  P lan of  the  levee path,  p latforms and pedestr ian br idge Levee walkPlatforms Sidewalk  on the  br idge
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Connect  Representat ive  Landscape Types

D u e  t o  i t s  s m a l l  s i z e ,  S c o t t s v i l l e  h a s  m a n y  n a t u r a l , 
h i s tor i ca l  and communi ty  assets  in  c lose  prox imi ty  to 
one  ano the r .   Th i s  des ign  p roposes  to  connec t  fou r 
ma jor  communi ty  fea tures  tha t  represent  i con ic  a rea 
landscape types  v ia  a  network  o f  t ra i l s .  
 These  t ra i l s  u t i l i ze  land in  cont ro l  o f  town ,  most ly 
i n s e r t e d  s p a c e s  b e t w e e n  l a n d  p a r c e l s  o r  o n  l a n d 
cont iguous  w i th  the  Van  C l i e f  Na tu re  P rese rve .   The 
des ign  a l so  suggests  co l laborat ion  w i th  the  landowner 
o f ,  o r  town acqu is i t ion  o f  the  Mt .  Wal la  Proper ty  that 
s i t s  between Main  S t reet  and the  Nature  Preserve .
 T h e s e  n e w  c o n n e c t i o n s  w o u l d  a l l o w  a  f u l l e r 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S c o t t s v i l l e ’ s  r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r y  a n d 
landscapes .

C a n a l  B a s i n  P a r k  a n d  a d j a c e n t  a r e a s 
a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a  n e w 
c o m m u n i t y  h u b  f o r  h o u s i n g ,  s e r v i c e s  a n d 
broader  h i s tor i ca l  in te rpreta t ion .   Th i s  p lan 
would  connect  th i s  space  v ia  pedest r ian  and 
automot ive  connect ions  to  Mt.  Wal la ,  one 
of  the  o ldest  proper t ies  in  the  a rea ,  bu i l t  in 
the  ear ly  19th  century .   Use  o f  th i s  proper ty 
wou ld  a l low spat i a l  and  soc ia l  b roaden ing 
of  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  h i s tor i ca l  messages .  
 M t .  W a l l a ’ s  s i t e  p r o v i d e s  a m a z i n g 
p r o s p e c t  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  l e v e e  w a l k ,  R t .  2 0 
b r i d g e ,  a n d  c i t y ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  v i s u a l l y 
r e s t o r e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a s  a  k e y 
feature  o f  Scot tsv i l l e ’ s  ident i ty .   The  parce l 
cou ld  a l so  serve  as  an  example  o f  the  la rger 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e 
sur rounded Scot tsv i l l e  dur ing  i t s  cana l  days .  
The  h i s tor i c  l andowners ,  the  Moon ,  Je f fe rson 
and Fo land fami l ies  were  key  par t i c ipants  in 
many  facets  o f  the  cana l -based economy of 
Scot t sv i l l e  and  other  reg iona l  ins t i tu t ions .    
Te l l i ng  s to r i e s  o f  the  l and ’ s  Mon i can  p re -
European h i s tory ,  l andowners ,  and ens laved 
c o u l d  o p e n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c o n n e c t  t o 
la rger  h i s tor i ca l  networks  to  put  Scot tsv i l l e 
in  i t s  reg iona l  context .
  B o t h  M t .  W a l l a  a n d  C a n a l  B a s i n  P a r k /
Main  s t reet  would  be  fur ther  connected to 
t h e  V a n  C l i e f  N a t u r e  p r e s e r v e  t h r o u g h  a 
lower  path  c i rc l ing  the  h i l l  beh ind Va l ley  S t . , 
t r ave l ing  a long  a  s t r ip  o f  l and  cont iguous 
w i th  the  Nature  Preserve  Proper ty . 
 Th is  lower  t ra i l  would a l low interpretat ion 
of  other  s ign i f i cant  s i tes  a long va l ley  s t reet 
( e x a m p l e ,  t h e  s l a v e  d w e l l i n g  b e h i n d  t h e 
B a r e f o o t  C o u n t r y  S t o r e )  t h a t  a r e  v i s u a l l y 
access ib le  but  pr iva te ly  owned .

NATURE HISTORY COMMUNITY New Connect ions

Former  p lantat ion homes 
n o w  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Registry

Mt.  Wal la  Property C a n a l  B a s i n  P a r k  a n d 
Scottsv i l le  Museum

J a m e s  R i v e r  a n d  V a n 
Cl ief  Nature  Reserve

OPPORTUNITY DIAGRAM 1” = 500’

Mount  Wal la
View towards  town,  1911

Landscape P lan 1”  = 100’

v iew

view


